



















































































































































































































































































































































































STEINBERG: THE AUSTRALIAN A SHIPWRECK LOCATED IN THE NORTHERN TERRITORY

Figure 6. Relrigeration engine. Photo: John Riley, 1997,
upper ship features collapsed onto the remaining ship
floor, the remaining hull walls acting as a “repository”.
Over time the hull broke away. Also as predicted the bow
andstern sections have broken away from the keel, as they
were nolonger supported by the ship’s hull. The ship is
not buricd o its water-ling, as Riley's theory predicts,
because the sand laver above the hard reef floor is too
shallow.

Discussion on archaeology
The remains of machinery and key design [eatures oller
hoth complementary and unique data to the Australian

archaeological record. But more than just a collection of

individually important items the variety and overall
condition of the remains of this steamship deem the
wreck, as a whole, representative of a class of historic
steamer.

In some cases a comparison of steamship design,
based on both material remains and records, may be
uschul, perhaps rellecting the emergence of advancing
technologies or identifving patterns in function or
manufacturing stvle. A preliminary comparison notes
differences and similarities in original design between
the wreeks of the Awstralion, the Brisbane (NT) and the
Cletterthun (NSW) (Steinberg, 1999). In this case these
wrecks were built for the same owner, trade and route but
in subtly different eras ol technological development,

Propeller tunnel. Photo: John Riley, 1997,

Figure 7.

Did the developmentofmore eflicient hoilersand engines
change the way these difTerent ships performed the same
task? A technical comparison of steamships based solely
on historical information, would [ail to recognise many
post-construction changes, for example adaptations and
repairs in many cases data available only from material
remains. As an example ol this neither Llovd's Register
nor ship plans indicate the introduction of refrigeration
technology on the Aushalian. Less bold than comparisons
ofentire stecamships,. a comparison of individual machines
may assist us 1o better understand functional and sevlistic
attributes,

In addition to a study of industrial and maritime
technology, thissite illustrates aspects of human behaviour
through the evidence of poststranding visitation. Thesite
wits not sahvaged for industrial machinery, though the
machinery was certainly valuable and the site accessible,
because the new owner was convinced he would
successfully refloat the vessel. During the refloaling
attempts an original steam winch from the wreck was
mounted on the ship’s stern and used to drive a pump. It
remains close to the stern today. When temporarily raised
oll'the seabed during one tailed refloating, the orientation
of the wreek altered considerably. The failed attemipts to
refloat the vessel, the use ol early surface supply diving
technology and the ongoing expeditions to the site are
certainly an important chapter of the ship’s history. It s
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also relevant particularly to Port Darwin maritime history,
suggesting this story illustrates the difliculties in industry
brought on byisolation, extreme seasonal conditions and
the lack of necessary equipment.

Management issues and recommendations

The assessment ol the site’s significance emphasises the
technicaland archaeologicalsignificance ofthe shipwreck
(Steinberg, 1994, The plan to protect the material
remains focuses on public education initiatives, site
monitoring and scientific conservation. Thessite is located
within the Cobourg Peninsula Marine Park, which is
managed by the Cobourg Peninsula Sanctuary and Marine
Park Board, an administrative body which includes
representation of the Parks and Wildlife Commission
(NT) and tracitional owners. The location of the shipwreck

within this marine park has a strong bearing on issues of

protection, conservation and interpretation.

Recommendations to preserve the material remains
from natural deterioration focus on the necessity to
conduct an environmental assessment, which will lead o
the development and implementation ol a conservation
strategy that can take the range of variables and issues
into account.

Recommendations to preserve the material remains
from human threats focus on salvage and disturbance
from divers and damage from boating activity. A means to
manage this problem through practical and cffective
controlsisa recommencdlation that the site be managed as
a leature of the Cobourg Peninsula Marine Park,
specifically through provisions of the Cobourg Peninsula
Marine Park management plan. One control will be to
restrict the dropping of anchors on the site, a problem
recognised as one major contributor of damage. This will
be instigated through marine park access provisions. In
turn asite visitor register will be introduced as part of the
visitor monitoring program ol the marine park. The
management ol the shipwreck through provisions in the
marine park plan of management will assure the site
receives agreater degree ol ongoing consideration and it

will reinflorce the notion that the shipwreck is a feature of

the marine park.

Since the conference, key recommendations dealing
with interpretation have been accomplished. A brochure
on the shipwreck, which includes a site plan, has been
produced and widely circulated. A permanent display on
the shipwreck was placed at the Cobourg Peninsularanger
station, the centre of tourist activity in the region. A
traditional owner ofthe Madjunbalmi clan has contributed
information to this display, including family stories that
recall witness accounts of the steamer’s stranding and its
salvage. In turn the signage uses the authority of this
traditonal owner to advise visitors of the need to preserve
the remains.

Recommendations that focus particularly on research
include a more detailed investigation of the machinery.

Inaddition, a small probe survey on the starboard side ol

the wreck may uncover the presence of buried material,
changing our understanding of the extent of remaining
wreckage. Lastly, itis recommended thatscientilic research
investigate the site's natural significance and the
appropriateness of possible protection as an aquatic
reserve or equivalent.

Conclusion

The industrial technology that remains on the site
contributes to our understanding of steamship design
and also associated technologies, such as those dealing
with the storage and maintenance of specialised cargo.
The attempts to refloat the ship, in the years following the
stranding, isa unique storyofa failed maritime endeavour,
This archaecological site is located in the Northern
Territory where little information or education has been
olfered on the need for and methods of underwater
heritage preservation. Therefore its management will act
as a test case, Lastly the emphasis on this shipwreck as a
historic feature of the Cobourg Peninsula Marine Park
will assure that a greater level of commitmentin ongoing
site management can be offered.
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Introduction

The results of the first systematic survey, recording and
excavation ol archacological sites in the Aru Islands over
the last four vears reveal a complex and fascinating
history ol maritime arrivals involving at least six different
founding groups. These arrivals cover the period from 30
000 years ago, when the Aru Islands were settled by
prehistoric maritime peoples and when the islands were
part of the greater Australian landmass, through to the
later arrival of Asian agriculturalists and then waders
likely associated with the Bird-of-Paradise trade through
to the successive expansion of possibly Javanese and later
Duich trading empires (O'Connor ef al., in press; Veth,
1996; O'Connor & Veth, 2000a, 2000b, 2000c; Veth,

Spriggs el al., 1998; Veth ef af, 1998). The chronology of

these arrivals, and some assumed consequences ol these
contacts, are summarised as follows:
13 Contact 1 30 000 years ago—maritime colonists from
island Southeast Asia likely employing a broadly based
maritime economy occupy this slightly elevated land
mass, which at the time is part of the north-west
coastline of Sahul. Tmmensely rich interior cave
assemblages demonstrate thatwhile people keepsome
conttactwith the Pleistocene coastline and its resources,
they systematically exploit the ‘native faunas' of the
open savannas and rainforests;
Contact 2 3 500 vears ago—maritime colonists from
island Southeast Asia occupy the Aru Islands. This
time the groups bring agriculture, have domesticates
such as pigs, chickens and dogs, manufacture pottery
and live in settlements on the coast (likely Austronesian
expansion);
3) Comact 3 2 000 vears ago—maritime groups, possibly
associated with the Bird-of-Paradise trade from Irian
Jaya and the Aru Islands, leave status goods designed

to cement trade relations. These take the form of

Dong Son Drums, elephant tusks and gongs in the
adjacent Kei Islands. [t is possible that Aruis also tied
mto the spice production cycle by virtue of being a
major supplier of sago to the Bandas;

4) Contact 4 Up to 500 years ago—the discovery of the
unique ruins ol a major settlement near the village of
Ujir on the island Ujir (NW Aru group) has raised the
possibility of the far eastern expansion ol an early
Islamic trading empire possibly dating back to the
15th century. The ruins of coral block formation
display elaborate plasterwork and comprise long walls,
smaller rectangular structures, “shrines’ with tapered
steeple bases as well as Islamic long graves. The ruins
occur in rainforest adjacent a natural deepwater
harbour.

5) Contact 5 Up to 450 vears ago—again near the village of
Ujir, amongst the Islamic-inspired architecture of the
ruined settlement, are two European-inspired forts,
straddling a large natural harbour whichisreferred to
in Arabic as ‘deep harbour’. The Jargest fort has been
overbuilt byamosque. Inaddition to the forts, cannon
and vast quantities of glass and ceramics can be found
in the intertidal zone.

6) Contact 6 350 years ago—Dutch garrisons from the VOC
are established at three localities in the Aru Islands in
an effort to dominate regional trade. The remains of
forts and a church were recorded at Wokam and
Wangil, and another reported near the village of Dosi.
A number of old village sites have copious quantities
of Dutch porcelain and glass in addition to French
cognacbottlesand other desirable trade commaodities.
Of particular interest is the fact that a number of
ahandonedvillage sites on the remote south-east coast
ofthe Aru [slands probably have the highest density of
such trade/cash items. They are directly adjacent
huge reel llat systems and probably attest to an, as yet,
unwritten history of trade for local marine produce.
Itis sobering to consider that Wallace, when he made

his extended visit to the Aru [slands in the late 1850s,

would have been largely unawarc of the complexity of this
human historywhen he deliberated on patterns of human
and faunal biogeography in the Indo-Malay Archipelago.

This paper will focus on the historic structures at Ujir
as there is a strong indication that a more complex
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Coral block walls and column showing plasterwork
with non-ligurative designs in relicf, Ujir,

Figure 2.

Figure 1. Mapofthe Arulslands, south-castern Maluku, located
1o the south of Irian fava, Pulau Ujir and the village
site ol Ujirare shown lving oll the north-west coast of
the central islands. Bathvmetric contours are shown
in metres and illustrate the steep declination o the
west (original north-western coastline of Sahul) and
the shallow declination to the north and west where
the islands were once joined to Greater Australia.

Figure 3. Coral block column showing plasterwork with non-
ligurative designs in relief, Ujir,
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Coral block column showing plasterwork with non-
figurative designs in relief, Ujir.

Figure 4.

picture ol wider trading relationships within the Moluccas
may have existed belore and at the time ol early European
vovaging, just to the north of Australia. The Ujir remains
clearlvrequire further research, in the form of controlled
excavation and dating.

Background

Itwas during archacological reconnaissance ol the western
coasts of the Aru Islands in 1995 that this remarkable
complex ol major stone ruins was located near the

contemporary village ol Ujir (Fig. 1). Initial inspection of

the settlement revealed a considerable number of stone
structures covering what appeared to he several
architectural phases. The structures are heavily overgrown
by secondary rainforest and are located directly adjacent
1o a sungai or tidal channel, forming a deep natural
harbour.

Despite local villagers claiming the settlement was a
benteng portuguese or Portuguese fort, the majority of the
structures appeared to be of non-European origin. Two
heavily concreted cannons and an anchor of European
origin have been found near the settlement, however.

Figure 5. Coral block structure with semi-cireular window
displaying plaster relief designs embellishing both
the inside and the outside.

Coral block structures with semi-circular window
displaying plaster relief designs embellishing both
the inside and the outside.

Figure 6.

Figure 7. Coral block structures with semi-circular windows
displaying plaster reliel designs embellishing both
the inside and the outside.
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View ol square column topped by chamfered edges
and truncated spire.

Figure 8.

Their original provenance and relationship to the built
structures were unclear.

A mystery presented itself. The only other major
historie stone buildings in the Aru Islands were well
documentedand comprised three mid-17th century Dutch
VOC forts at Wangil, Wokam and Dosi (Merton, 1910;
"alentijn, 1722), yet here was a major settlement of
significantly greater areal extent than the documented
Dutch forts and it was totally unrecorded,

A summary description of the structures
Furthervisits to the site in 1996 and 1997 revealed that the
Ujir settlement covered many hectares. To plan the
structures accurately would involve clearing dense
vegetation and secondary forest. As many ol the strangler
roots are actually growing through the walls, this presents
amajor conservation problemasremoval of the vegetation
would destabilise the structures. Even a survey of the
structures would be a major undertaking. Here we simply
aim (o provide a preliminary description of the extent of
the site and the architecwural affinities of Ujir.

The structures are all made from coral blocks, some
with walls preserved to heights of up to 3 m, which were
plastered. The plaster bears non-figurative designs in

relief (Figs 2-4). Some of the structures comprise long
continuous walls of over 20 m length (where still extant),
whereas others are square to rectangular in plan and
approximately 4 m across. Several have small windows, of
semi-circular form, with plaster reliel designs embellishing
both the inside and outside (Fig. 5-7). A number of these
rooms or chambersare flanked by square columns topped
by chamfered edges and what appear to be truncated
spires (Fig. 8). Inan earlier paper (Spriggs, el al, 1998) we
stated that the chambers lacked entrance doorways and
must have been entered via the rool. Qur reconnaissance
in 1997 revealed thatsome chambers have narrow doorway
entrances.

Near the settlement a number of large stone-walled
grave enclosures with headstones were recorded. These
are also built from cut coral blocks and are plastered.
They are typical of the so-called historic long graves
associated with Islamic men ol high status (Fig. 9). The
relationship of the graves (o the settlementis not certain,
however.

The most prominent and best preserved of the
structures is perched on the edge of the sungai at the
inland (east) edge of the site. [Uis a large rectangular
stone huilding with buittressing and arched windows,
sitting on a stone revetment wall. The arched windows ot
the original structure have subsequently been infilled
with coral boulders (Fig. 10). Iron lintels are exposed in
the arched windows and plate impressions were noted on
the apex of the window, probably indicating where china
plates formed part of the ornamentation around the
windows at some time. The local villagers refer to this
building as a mesjid or mosque and suggested that it had
been built later than the other structures in the area. It
appears that the use as a mosque is a re-use ol astructure
that may have originally been a fortified position. We
were told in Ujir that the mosque was destroved by Allied
bombing in World War 11

To the west of this structure is a natural tidal creek,
separating it from the other remains of the seulement.
The creck appears to have heen artificially extended
landward to create a deep water channel or sea-water
moat at high tide. This is refereed to by the local villagers
as Fuabil. The upper banks of this channel are covered
with shellmidden of approximately 10-15 cm in thickness
comprising mainly mangrove species such as Terebralia
sp. and Anadarasp. Earthenware potterysherds appearto
be eroding from at least the upper portion of the shell
lens. Neither Chinese nor European porcelain were
recorded in the shell midden and it is possible that the
midden predates the appearance of such ceramics, In the
intertidal zone at the mouth of the creek and extending
around to the mosque along the shore of the sungai is a
substantial amount of Chinese, Dutch and what might be
Middle Eastern trade ceramics, earthenware pottery, as
wellas square-based glass hotdes. Adjacent to the mosque
were found, in addition, occasional metal fragments and
a gun fMint
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Islamic long grave with headstones and walls made
[rom plastered coral hlocks.

Figure 9.

The cannon were recovered by villagers from near the
mosque. One heavily corroded cannon still rests in the
sand at the edge ol the sungei, while the other has been

relocated to outside the modern mosque in the village of

Ujir (Fig. 11). Insignia are not visible on the heavily
concreted cannon but they are consistent with 16th or
L7th centwry ordnance of Buropean origin. A large stone
mortaralso lies in the intertidal zone next to the mosque.

A Targe section of the steep carthen embankment
along the edge of the sungai, west ol the inlet, isreinfloreed
by large cut coral blocks. The villagers refer to this as yan
vallender, which they gloss as the Dutchsteps, from belanda,
relerring to Enropeanssuch as the Dutch or "Hollanders'.

Historic sources relating to Ujir

[ is possible that the fortified structure represents a
previously unknown Portuguese or Dutch fort, But the
problem with this interpretation is that there is litle
evidence forany Portuguese activity in the Aruarchipelago
and the Duteh period ol influence seems well-
documented. The Portuguese were never successlul in
establishing either fort or factory in the Banda Group
(Villiers, 1981: 740) and so can probably he ruled out as
candidates,

Belore and during the period of Portuguese presence
in the region, the people of Banda controlled most of the
trade with Aru and nearby island groups (Villiers, 1981,
1990), purchasing sago and Birds-ol-Paradise and parrots
in return for cloth. Some gold is also said to have come
from Ara (Markham, 1911: 83), but its ultimate origin
must have heen from West New Guinea, perhaps through
another trade route via the Gorom and Seram-Laut
islands at the eastern end of Seram down o Aru (Villiers,
1981: 742).

The first Portuguese voyage to the Molucean region
occurred in 15312, but did not visit Aru directly. Claims to
the contrary (repeated by Spyer, 1992: 58) result from a
mistranslation ol the description of that voyvage
(Courtesao, 1944: Ixxxiii, (n. 1). Galvao's account of the

Figure 10. Details of infilled arched window at previous
fortification, Ujir.

vovage (cited by Wood, 1922: 69) mentions that the
products of "Arus’ consisted of *...delicate birds which are
of greatestimation because ol their feathers’. As Courtesao
points out (bid.) this passage is not deseribing Abreu’s
vovage, but the wrading vovages of the Javanese.

The Swema Oriental of Tomo Pires, written in 15312-15
from information obtained in Melaka, has this 1o say of
A

The nere parvots [lories] come from the island of Papua.
Those which are prized more thanany otherscome from the
islands called Ava (Hhas Darw), birds which they bring over
dead, called birds ol paradise (passaros de Deus), and they say
they come from heaven, and that they do notknow how they
are bred: and the Turks and Persians use them [or making
pamaches [plumes for hats]-they are very suitable lor this
purpose. The Bengalees buv them. They are goad
merchandise, and only a lew come (Cortesao, 1941 200).

Villiers reports (1981: 741) that the Portuguese often
referved to the birds as passenos de Banda, believing that
they died in the Banda Islands.

Portuguese knowledge of Aru was largely indirect as
implied by the atribution of Birds-ol-Paradise (o Banda,
butits presence on maps in roughly its correct position by
1530-6 shows that they had probably at least sailed around
it by that time. It is labelled *Arrum’ on the so-called
Dauphin Chart of that period (Collingridge, 1906: 32-3;
Wood, 1922: 115), as "Arru’ on the Desceliers map of 1550
(Collingridge, 1906: 68-9) and as *Arun’ on Mercator's
1569 map (Wouod, 1922: 01).

Earlier in the IMth century the Majapahit kingdom off

Java extended its influence to the Moluccas o obtain

regular spices. The sphere of influence and dominance
oftrade claimed by the Indonesian kingdom of Majapahit
in 1365 is given in the Negavakertagama poem, written in
the old Javanese by the poet Prapanca. Both Ambwan
{(Ambon) and Moloko (the Northern Moluceas) are
mentioned. Contactwith Javastimulated the development
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Figure L1, View ol the cannon which has been relocated o the contemporary moscue ol Ujir from the previous lortification, A

similar cannon lies in the intertidal zone ad this fort,

ofa numberofsultanates, suchas Ternate in the northern
Molucecas (Reid, 1995 315; Swadling, 1996: 23). While
the influence exerted by this Kingdom in south-east
Maluku is unknown, outside influence in the form of
Islam had spread o the region by the third quarter of the
15th century, through the trade contacts between the
Bandanese and Javanese and Malay traders (Villiers,
1981: 731).

The Islamic-influenced structures of Ujirare testimony
Lo this trade relationship, the settlement probably based
around the production of sago and the supply of Birds-of-
Paradise. Obviously systematic recording and excavation
is now required to test this proposition.

In 1623 the Governor ol Ambon dispatched two ships
under Jan Carstensz tosign a treaty of friendship with the
arang kaye or merchant-aristocrats of prominent villages
on the west coast of Aru (Spyer, 1992: 60, 63). The most
important were Ujir, Wamar, Wokam and Maikoor. From
then on these villages played a prominent role acting as
mediators in local disputes in the archipelago and as

representatives of the Dutch rulers during periods of

indirect rule when there was no official colonial presence

in Aru. By the carly 19th century, the archipelago had
been divided into four districrs under the rule of these
villages. Spyer notes that

The main thrust of the 1623 treaty was an eflort Lo revive
the ancient trade between Banda and Aruwhich had come
toahalt during the extermination wars in Bandain the firs
quarter of the sixteenth [seventeenth] century..The
renewal of this trade under a VOC monopoly would have
cnabled the Duteh to cut down on the high costs ol
ransporting foodstulls [rom Java to Banda through the
import of sago and ather garden produce from the Aru
Islands (19492: (63).

She also reports on a subsequent agreement of 1645
{or these same villages o trade exclusively with Dutch-
controlled Banca (Spyer, 1992: 62). Perhaps the fortified
structure was Dutch-inspired rather than Dutch-buile?

Further clues Lo the antiquity and importance of Ujir
come [rom the treatise on the Aru Islands by van Hoevell
(1890 and from the German zoologist Merton (1910).
During a trip to the Aru Islands in 1888, Baron van
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Hoevell (1890: 8) noted that the stone mosque of Ujir
could he seen [rom the estuay (sungad). OF particular
interest, however, s his observation that Ujir had the
mostsubstantial fortificd walling ol any of the “indigenous’
communities and (hat there appeared to be extensive
walls/structures from an earlier time period.

Similar observations were made by Merton (1910:
166) on hisvisit to the settlement in 1908, when he noted
(ranslated into English by AL and A Veth):

When we entered the Ujir sanged, we had before us a
wonderiul kindscape, more beautilul than we had ever seen
here, A wide sumgai, which was {tamed by mangroves and
coco-palms, and in the foregromd some overhanging
castarinas, was actually nothing new far us and vet the
Lanclseape had something strange. On one bank onajutting
oul rock stood a rectangular building constructed from
stone: s palin leal tool was [inished step-like. That was the
mosque ol Ujir.. . When we went ashore, evervilung also
nade an unusual impression. At a small jetty we got out;
Irom here a well kept road led w the sillage, past Moslem

graves, which had been made partly of stone and partly of

wood. Ujir consists of many houses, and is one ol the argest
places ol the Aru Islands...In the village itsell in various
plces were the remainders of stone foundations, On the
bank there was another second jety with stone railings, All
that seems o indicate a higher culure, which must have
gained a firm [ooting heve lor quite some time,

In terms of the age and origins of the extensive ruins
at Ujir with Islamic-inspired architecture it is worth
considering the likelv role of the Aru Islands in the wider
wading svstems associated with commodities such as
Birds-ol-Paradise and spices which historical sources dawe
back to at least 2 000 vears ago (Swadling, 1996). The
central role of the Bandas as a trading entrepot for these
valuable commodities is well documented (Meilink-
Roelofsz, 1962; Villiers, 1981).

Conclusions

On the basis of architectural construction, the nature of

the decorative plasterwork and the presence of ‘long
graves’, the ruins ol Ujiv are clearly non-European, whilst
the large rectangular building is possiblyv an early Dutch,
or at least Dutch-inspired, fort which was later modified
by the Ujir villagers 1o serve as a mosque, the structure
noted by Merton as operating in 1908,

To what extent the clearly non-European settlement
overlaps in time with the supposed fortis uncertain. The
historic sources for trade in other parts of the Moluccas,
however, suggest that the original seitlement could have
been established by the late 15th century. Whoever made
the structures, it is clear that a settlement of this
permanence and extent implies an involvement in

regional, if not global, trading systems. The degree of

Aru's involvement in these early wading systems has
probably been historically neglected, due in part to the
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dominance of the north Moluecan and Bandanese trade-
politics of the 15ih and 161h centuries.

The discoveries at Ujir hint that a more complex
picture ofwider trading relationshipswithin the Moluceas,
belore the presence of Europeans, waits to be unfolded.,
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Project ethos

The shipwreck often results in the precipitate
abandonment ofavessel’s complement on what, to them,
can appear as an inhospitable and frightening shore. On
arrival on the shore, shipwreck survivors are often bereft
of the trappings of power—the essentials which categorise
successful exploratory, trading or acquisitive ‘landings’.

Such accoutrements serve to enhance the status of the
visitors and could appear to the inhabitants first as lofty
ships supporting rigging, sails and other structures far
beyond the local inhabitant’s understanding; then they
spawn smaller sailing or rowing boats, (still larger than
indigenous watercraft), carrving armed crew, some in
ceremonial dress with armaments, military equipment
flags, drums, musical instruments and sometimes gifts. In
contrast, the shipwrecked survivor most often arrives in a
destitute, or even an injured form, without armament,
sometimeswithoutclothing, and almostalwaysata distinct
physical and psychological disadvantage.

The shipwreck then can provide a useful insight into
the attitucle of coastal indigenous peoples to unexpected
visitors hefore the establishment of Macassan or European
hegemony in their particular region. After time, ‘contact
activiy” is less of a true indication of indigenous attitudes

to visitors—it being skewed by earlier demonstrations of

power, byitssubsequent enforcementand the recounting
of these sometimes brutal eventsacross tribal and regional
boundaries. Nevertheless, ‘contact’ in these cases still
provides some potentially useful insights into the
behaviour of both the shipwrecked visitorand the peoples
on whom they impinge.
The program described
The Australian Contact Shipwrecks Program is designed
to list and give brief details of those European and Asian
shipwrecks that have occurred on our islands and shores
with recognised indigenous social contact. Commenced
in June 1997, it owes its genesis to a study of the
ramifications of a landing by survivors [rom the VOCship
Zuytdory (1702-1712) on shores then occupied by the
Malgana and Nhanta peoples in Western Australia’s mid-
west (McCarthy, 1997).

The program is initially intended to be developed as
a ‘stage one’ in a range of ‘contact studies’ which would
provide the cornerstone for more broad-reaching studies
by historians, archaeologists, anthropologists, regional

Aboriginal academics and historians, South Sea Islander
and Torres Strait Islander groups, schools, terrestrial
archaeologists and other scholars.

In this particular ‘data gathering’ stage, sunvivors’
accounts, archacological analyses, descriptions of the
material record (including paintings by indigenous
people), vessels and their crews are to be catalogued and
presented, together with publication lists,

A compilation and analysis of the accounts and
reminiscences ol the indigenous peoples with whom the
voyagers made contact is not attempted, nor the extent
and effect of that contact on them and their society.
These phases are considered the premise of Aboriginal
scholars or anthropologists with understandings, skills
and abilities relevant to each affected region and are
considered *Stage two’,

There are many antecedents to thisideaand there are
numerous published and unpublished instances, some of
which deal with the events from both a visitor and
indigenous perspective (e.g. Crawford, 1969). One
fascinating example is the differing accounts of the loss of
the iron steamship Sunbeam (1892) at the Osborne Islands
in the Kimberley region of Western Australia. The
Europeans involved indicate that it was purely corrosion,
while the Aboriginal people indicate that it was a ‘pay-
back’ by the Spirits for social transgressions on the part of
the crew (Crawford, lan, 1996, pers. comm., Nov.),

It is evident that, in this instance also, Aboriginal and
European accounts are rarely in agreement, sometimes
providing quite differing accounts and useful insights,
An example is the contrast hetween the Roebourne
Resident Magistrate’s reasons why Furopeans were
welcomed by the Jaburara, Gnarluma and other peoples
at Nickol Bavand the reasons proffered by the Aborigines
themselves. One attributes the welcome to the presence
of an Aboriginal man named Boongaree on European
explorations or the presence of Negroes on American
whale ships (McCarthy, 1990: 130-137), while the other
indicates that the Burrup Peninsula was a traditional
welcoming bridge for all beings coming from the sea
(Nannup, 1998, pers. comm.).

There are many potential avenues to be explored and
the extension of this study into even further stages, such
as an assessment of contact through other means (such as
flight) is foreshadowed in the utilisation of the Bertram
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scaplane incidentin the Kimberley region in the Western
Australian Stage One., The *Aeroplane Dances” known to
have been developed after aireralt crashes here and in
the Eastern States during WWITLand beyondare especiaily
pertinent, beingsimilarin eflectto the precipitate landings
ol ship-borne visitors., Further, while individual
assessments ol non-shipwreck maritime events are
common, suchas French and otherexplorers’ comments
on their interaction with indigenous peoples, a Tull
compilation and analysis ol these events as a continuum
stretching into the modern day is awaited.,

Program method
Shipwreck contact events were identified and compiled
by Silvester following a search of archives at the Western

Australian Maritime Museum and at the Battve Library of

Western Australian History, Alexander Librarv, Perth. A
present the database consists of 52 wrecks, with dates
ranging (rom 1628-1956, The initial criteria for inclusion
in the database was incidents of “first contact’, that is,
where Aboriginal people, Europeans or Asian visitors
were meeting for the first time. The research parameters
imevitably expanded as it became apparent that there
were many types of ‘contact incident’.

These incidents have been divided into three sections:

e Verified Contact: This section covers all known
shipwreck survivor contact incidents.

» Contact Art: This deals with depictions referring to
shipwrecks, including both European and Aboriginal
art.

e Possible Contact: Manyshipwreck survivors were forced
to walk long distances to reach safety. Some of these
distances were such thatitseems highly likely that they
met with indigenous people. There are also cases
where there have beensurvivors whose fate isunknown.,
There are various theories about what may have
happened to these survivors. The database is a good
resource to access all the information about these
events lor further research,

The database

The ‘hard copy” of the database appears in the form of a
Report of the Department of Maritime Archacology at
the Western Australian Maritime Museum  (Silvester,
[998). Silvester's bound, three volume set of research
notes are available to scholars at the Maritime Museum
library as a ‘closed reserve’. Mr Michael Murray has
assistedin the presentation of the materials inan electronic
database form and this appears on the Museum's website
athttp://www.mm.wa.gov.aun (Murray & Silvester, 1999).
This combined offering is intended to provide both a
hard copy and electronic *blueprint’ for the use of other
researchers and regional indigenous stakeholders in the
Australian Contact Shipwrecks Program now and in the
future.

The database has been compiled using FileMaker
Pro 3 lor Macintosh software. [tis simple, casy to use and
easy to modify. There are hasic ficlds for name of ship,
location of wreck, date and vear wrecked and nationality.
Other fLields were then selected that were applicable to
the subject matter of the database, for example, the
Source field, that has a "pop-up menu’ 1o allow selection
of whether information received abour this incident was
European or Aboriginal in origin. The Contact evidence
field hasa ‘pop-up” menuto select if contactis verified or
possible or other (i.e. contact art). The Type ol Contact
field has a “pop-up’ menu to select whether contact was
confrontational or helpful, indifferent or unknown. The
Associated Tribe Reld shows which Aboriginal tribe was
or may have been associated with the incident. The
Source of Information field contains a list of all known
references o the incident. The Summary ol Incident
field simply tells the story of what happened and a
container [ield allows illustrations to be shown.

The database allows various reports to be generated.
The printreport format givesa print out olallinformation
on that incident. If desired it can also generate lists, for
example, a list of all verified contact incidents or all
possible contact incidents, all helplul incidents or all
conlrontational incidents, [t can sortand printalist ofall
incidents involving a particular Aboriginal tribe. These
lists may be printed in list form or in full print report
format.

Preliminary analysis indicates there are patterns which
open up avenues for lurither investigation, [or example:

*  Furtherexploration of the possible Dutch /Aboriginal
interaction of the 17th and early 18th centuries.

e Why were there more confrontational incidents
bewween 1850-18752

¢ Why were incidents north ol the 26th parallel more
likely to be confrontational than in the south?

Asindicated above, there are otherareas, such asafull
assessment and integration ol ‘explorer contact” events
and stories yet to he developed. It would also be valuable
to document all the known art containing depictions of
shipwrecks and early contact events including maritime
art on a regional, state and national basis. There are a
number of sites throughout Australia where ships are
found depicted in Aboriginal rock art and a synthesis of
these sites and what they contain would be a valuable
adjunct to all contact studies. Examples appear in
Mulvaney (1989) and elsewhere.

Conclusion

The Western Australian phase of the Australian National
Contact Shipwrecks Database project has achieved its
‘Stage one’ ohjective to provide adatabase asa cornerstone
for future studies by others, The database provides an
opportunity to retrieve another aspect ol Western
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Australia’s history, this time from three perspectives; the
Luropean. Macassan and Aboriginal,
[t now remains for the rest ol Australia to gather their
contact shipwreck information into a similar accessible
form. This will allow further work into a little known part
of Australian history, and hopelully contribute 1o the
process ol reconciliation with our indigenous people by
broadening the appreciation and understanding of past
CVents.

References

Crawlord, LM 1969, Late Prehistoric changes in Aboriginal cultures
in Kimberley, Western: Australia. Unpublished PhD) thesis,
Universitv of London.

Mulvaney, D)., TO88 Encounters i place: Outsiders and Abniginal
Amstralins 1606-1985. University ol Queensland Press, St
Luca.

Silvester, L., 1998, Strangers on the shore: Shiprereck survivors and
thew contact with Aboriginal groups in Western Awstralia 1628
1956, Report—Department ol Maritime Archacology,
Western Australian Maritime Museum, No. 1HG.

Murrav, M., and Silvester, L., assisted by R Richards, 1994,
Strangers on the shore: Shifroveck survivors and thetr contact with
Aboriginal gmoups in Western Australia 1628-1956. Department
ol Maritime Archacology, Western Australian Maritime
Musceum Website, <htip://www.nimawagovan>

MoCarthy, M., 1997, Zuytdorp, [n: Delgaddo, [P, (ed.), British
Musernm enoyelopaedia of underweater and maritime archaeolog,
British Museum Press, London: 175-6.

MeCarthy, M., 19890, Cherles Edward Broadinost, (1826-1905). A
remarkable nineteenth centwry failure, Unpublished, M. Phil,
Thesis, Murdoch University,






NOTES TO AUTHORS

All authors are required to present completed manuseripts, together with illustrations. The manuscripts should [ollow the style of this editon.
Original illustrations should accompany the manuscripts together with a caption list, The manuseripts must be tpewritten, properly titled and
relerenced. Essentially, the Bulietin [ollows the sivle ot the Tnternational journal of Nawtical Archaeology. Where there ave discrepancies or ambiguities,
authors are referred o Commonwealth of Australia, 1988, Style manual for authors editors and printers (Fourth edition) Australian Government
Publishing Service, Canberra. Spelling is to conlorm with the Shorter Oxford Dictionary. and where there isanalternative, the first (preferred) spelling
will be adopted. Additional guidance may be ohtained from Oxford English Dictionary Department, 1981, The Oxford dictwnary forwriters and editors.
Clarendon Press, Oxford. All foreign words are to be italicised, together with titles of publications, Where authors do not have access to anitalicised
typewriter font, italicised words should be underlined.

Footnotes in the text should be avoided, exeept where essential, and then should be listed by number on a separate sheet.

Measurements should be given in metres where appropriate. However, itis appreciated that 19th century British shipping measurements, for
example, were given in feet and inches and some workers still may record in these units. Authors should indicate where measurements are made
this way by giving the measurements in teet and inches and then the conversion into metres in parentheses, likewise [or measurements taken from
published sources. Otherwise, metric units should be given with Imperial conversions, where required or appropriate, in parentheses,

References should use the author-date systemand in the texi can either appearas: “Jones (1986) discovered waterat..” or 'water was discovered
at Cambden (Jones, T986)". Authors can refer 1o specilic pages; thus (Jones, 1986: 223) or Jones (1986: 1), The list ol references should be listed
at the end on a separate sheet ol paper and must conlorm to the lollowing lormat:

Jones, W, 1986, Water in the transport system. Bulletin of the Awstralian Dustitute for Mavitime Archaeology, 6.1 44-86.
Adams, C.F., 1984, Restawrant at the end of the Uneverse, Penguin, London,

(Please note. titles are un-capitalized and where possible include the publisher and place of publication of hooks.)

At present no particular style has been decided for unpublished material and such decisions will be made at the editon’s discretion. Authors
are particularly requested 1o present references correctly as they are sometimes diflicult for editors to correct.

In the case of illustrations, drawings must be originals, either inked on plastic drawing [ilm or paper, or good quality photographs. Presentation
must take into account reduction to the size ol the Buldletin. Thus, where reductionisanticipated. line thickness and lettering size should be carelully
comsidered. As a general rule. the thinnest reproducible line is 0.1 mm. Photographs should be presented to fit the format page size of this issue
ofthe Bulletin. Allillustrations must have their igure numbersincludedin pencil. Alist ofillustrtions with captionsshould be included on a separate
sheet of paper, All original drawings will be returned 1o the authors. Itis essential that proper acknowledgements are given in the text to material
by other authors, and where copyright material is used, permission from the publishers must be obtained,

Graphics can be presented in electronic format, vector or raster, but authors should first consult with Editors. Most material is currently
provided via e-mail and auwthors are encouraged to contact the editors for further details

This cdition of the Bulletin has heen set entirely on a Macintosh computer using Microsoft Word (2001) for text, Page Maker (6.52) o
typesetting, the graphics were scanned using a Umax PowerLook 2000 scanner and Adobe Photoshop 6, some illustrations were produced on
FreeHand 10. The completed publication was printed to negative on a high resolution commercial pre-press printer.



Ashmore Reef: Archaeological evidence of past visitation P. Clark

Up periscope: subinarine AL2 makes first contact I. Smith

First contact between Europeans and Aboriginals in Victoria R. Anderson
Capitalism, colonialism and seaborne power in Malukn (. Fredericksen
Developing a methodology for inundated archaeological sites in Australia D. Nutley

Archacology on Dirk Hartog Island, Western Australia C. Souter

Pearlers, l_lli”l(‘\ and }_u-ulJ]t‘ of the sea N. Stacey

I'he Darwin-Ambon International Yacht Race, 1976-1998 K. Coulehan & H. Soselisa
Fechnical analysis of ships of first contact represented in art N. Burningham

The Diuyfhen replica project as experimental archaeology N. Burningham

First Austronesian contacts with mainland SE Asia and N Australia I. Walters

The Senabi: External stern-lashings on Austronesian water-craft K. Akerman & D. Dwyer
Shipwrecks and the Australian psyche I. Smith

The corpse in the Carley Flout M. Gibhs

Quarantine Island, East Arm and the Darwin harbour Catalina puzzle 5. Jung

A Rotenese discovery tale for Ashmore Reef, North Ausualia D, Dwver
Ihe Australian: a \hip\\l'l'["k located in the Northern Territory D. Steinberg
The mystery of the Ujir site of the Aru Islands, Maluku P. Veth of al.

I'he Australian Contact Shipwrecks Program M. McCarthy & L. Silvester




